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University suspends two accused students

HT Correspondent

# hirepories@hindusiantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: The two male stu-
dents altegedly involved in the
‘YNU sex movie scandal’ were
suspended by the university’s
administration on Wednesday.

Jawaharlal Nehru University
~ (JNU) administration tock the
step even as the investigation is
stifl on.

“We are yet to receive any
such complaints from either the
university or the girl,” said HGS
Dhaliwal, deputy commission-
er of police (south).

The video, which was made
not with a cell phone but with a
handycam, has been doing

We have decided to
suspend the students fill

the investigation is over.

HC BOHIDAR
JNU chief proctor

rounds of the campus for almost
ayear

According to JNU sourees,
the boyfriend of the girl made
avideo while she visited him at
one of the hostels in the cam-

pus,

. “We have decided to suspend
the students till the investiga-
tion is over. They will not be
availing any of the benefits such
as hostel accommodation and
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will also be barred from attend-
ing classes,” said JNU chief
proctor HC Bohidar, who is the
one-member committee prob-
ing the incident.

Bohidar on Tuesday had said -

that the students in question
could face severe punishment if
proven guilty.

According to university offi-
cials, the video was then cireu-
lated among the friends of the
main accused in the case. They
added that the girl was not
aware that she was being filmed,

The aceused, who made the
video of his girlfriend, is a stu-
dent in the School of Languages,
while the student involved in
recording the video is a MCA
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student of the university. The
accused belongs to the Tapti
hostel, .

The incident came to light
when a department of the uni-
versity submitted the clip, which
was in circulation, to the
Proctor’s office,

The police said that the girl
left soon after the accused
boyfriend allegedly started
blackmailing her with the video.

The girl left her studies in the
middle and went back to her
native place.

The police said that in their
internal enquiry they have not
been able to ascertain that if the
accused sold the video to any-
one or not.

'Panel to'hear unlversmes in danger of

IOSll’lg deemed Status

Aartl Dhar -

NEW DELHE The Union Human'

.Resource Development Min-
istry has set up a three-mem-
ber committee to separately
hear each of the 44 deemed-
to-be-universities - found
unfit to retain the deemed
university statusby a review
committee constituted by the
government — and prepare a
reasoned and comprehensive
report to be placed before the
Supreme Court by April 25.

. The committée comprises

AS. Thakur, Additional Sec-

retary (Technical Education)
as the Chairperson; Sunil Ku-

mar, Additional Secretary
(Higher Education); and N.X.
Sinha, Additional Secretary
(Techniology Enabled Learn-
ing) as its members. .

It has been set up following

the January 11 directive of the -

Supreme Court that the 44
educational institutions, set
to lose the deemed university
status, be heard.

The- Mlmstry has issued -

notices- to the universities
and after receiving their re-

_sponse the committee shall

forward the response to the
review committee. ’

The comments of the re-
view committee will then be
communicated to the univer-
sities. :

Each mstltutlon will be in-
dividually heard by the three-

‘member committee, which

will prepare a reasoned re-

“port and, thereafter prepare a

comprehensive report, which

shall be submitted to the Su-,
preme Court,
The review committee

comprising P.N. Tandon,
Mrinal - Miri, Goverdhan
Mehta and Anandakrishnan
had reviewed the deemed-to-
be-universities and divided
them in three categories. As
many as 44 such universities
were found unfit tc become
deemed university on an ag-
gregate assessment.
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iTs offer lectures & courses
freeforall onthe Internet

sy Mall Today Bureau
in New Delhi

" INDIA'S premler technlcat

Institute, the lITs, will now
- make all its engineering
- courses and lectures
avallable for downloads
 to students, even on their
moblle phones. :
The Natlonal Programme
- on Technology Enhanced
Learning (NPTEL) Is the
- country’s largest techni-
- cal knowledge dissemina-
- tlon programme.
"HRD minister Xaplil Sibai
- on Wednesday launched
- the national video server
which will enable easy
downloads of video lec-
tures off the internet.
Students can access the
tectures of liTs, 11S¢ and
NiTs from the NPTEL web-
site www.nptel.litm.ac.in
and from  YouTube
www.youtube.com/iit.

The 125 courses avallable
Include lectures both In
web and In video format
In electrical, mechanical,
clvll and computer scl-
ence engineering.

Each course, during the
first phase, willl offer
around 40 hours of lectures
delivered by the country’s
best teachers from differ-
ent 11Ts and the l1Sc.

125 courses in web
- and video format

“NPTEL Is now the
world’s largest electronic
repository of video
courses and has also
attained the status of
being the world’s most
highly-viewed
technical education por-
tal accessed by users in
india and other coun-
tries,” Slbal sald.

higher
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Jaint on Isro 1mage

unfair, say
Prashanth G M | ThM

Bangalore: Has the brand
value of Isro taken a hit in
the wake of spectrum con-
troversy, especially given its
transparent history of 40
years? Many believe the al-
leged spectrum deal has
come as a shock to an or-
ganization that has had an
impeccahle past.

“There may be ups and
downs in aninstitution. But
to stick muck to an institu-
tion that has a highly lavered
selfexamination and review
15 unfain™ said a sclentist.

“It tales time to re-estab-
lish an institution once its
image is marred by allega-
tions. It’s unfortunate that
there's so much tallk about

L L
Vet Ve t ﬁt 3
SCICNUISES
Isro, Maybe, scmething could
have been clarified a little
early toavoid the controver-
sv.” said a scientist.

Top space scientist and
former Isro head U R Rao,
whohas seen the institution
for decades, believes that the
Space agency earns its brand
valuethrough the quality of
its technology and products.
“I think the brand value of
Isrohas not been hit, Every-
thing has been explained and
the matter is clearer now.™

“1 believe Isro should
move on. It should concen-
trate on making a success of
1ts GSLV rockets. The space
agency's stature will grow
through the quality of its
technology and the products
it delivers,” Rao said.
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HRD panel to hear out 44
varsities deemed unfit

Mew Delhi: Human resource dewveloprment
(HED) ministry ha= set up a committee to give
a patient hearing to 44 deemed universities that
were found unfit to be accorded varsity status.
The ministry had sent notices to these institu-
tions in January as per the Supreme Court or-
der, pointing out their deficiencies.

The threeamember committee will be headed
b A 8 Thalkurn additional secretary of HRD min-
1stry Twoother additional secretaries of the min-
istry — Sunil KEumar and N K Sinha — are the
other members of the panel. The committes will
go through the response of each deemed univer-
gty Then, 1t will forward these responses to the
review committes of experts that had found 44
deemed universities deficient in several criteri-
onneaded to be a university. Akshaya Mukul | Tin
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Being nice or nasty
is linked to genes

London: Being niceor beingnasty
15 In your genes — particularly if
vou're a woman, say researchers,

A new study of almost 1,000
pairs of identical and non-identi-
cal twins has found that genetic
factors appeared to affect how lile-
Iy one was todo charitable deeds or
work hard in one's job, the Biology
Letters journal reported.

Howewer, the researchers at
Edinburgh University in Scotland
alsosaid the environmentinwhich
people live still plays a part in how
nice thevare, meaning theyv cannot
just blame their genes if they're
feeling a bitnasty

Twins make good researchsub-
jects because, in the case of identi-
cal twins, they have the same ge-
netic make-up. Comparingthem to
non-identical twins, whose genes

vary, allows researchers to look at
what impact genetics has in cer-
tain situations compared to other
factors suchas the environment in
which they live. The twins were
asked to rate on a scale of zero to
tem howr much obligation they felt
in areas such as testifying in a
court case, working longer than
their normal hours and carrving
out charity worl.

“What we found is that identi-
cal twins were much more similar
intheir responses to these types of
questions than were non-identical
twins. Thess domainsof prosocial
obligations were quite highl v asso-
ciated with each other suggesting
that if you areniceinone area, vou
are likely to be nice in another ar-
ea,” The Scotsman quoted lead re-
searcher Gary Lewis assaying. sm
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Late to bed & rising early ups heart risk

Those Who Get Less Than 6 Hrs Of Sleep A Day Face Serious Health Hazards

London: Are you among those
who get upearly but go to bed ve-
ry late? Beware, vour sleeping
habit may be a *ticking time
bomb” for your health and it
could lead to heart attack and
stroke, scientists claim.

Going to bed late but walking
up early because of hectic work
schedule has become a trend for
many, but scientist said having
sucha habitmeans inviting seri-
os health hazards, Researchers
at the University of Warwick
Medical School in the UK found
those who could not afford to

sleep for at least six hours a day
are more likely to die from a
heart attaclkor stroke.

“The trend for late nights and
early mornings is actually a tick-
ingtime bomb forour healthso you
need toact now to reduce your risk

mra el

WAKE-UP CALL

of developing these lifethreaten-
ing conditions,” said Francesco
Cappueciowho led the stady

“Thereisan expectation into-
day's society to fit more into our
lives, But indoing so, we are sig-

nificantly increasing the risk of
suffering a stroke or developing
cardiovasculardisease resulting
in, for example, heart attacks,”
Cappuccio was quoted as saying
by the Daily Mail.

For theirstudy Cappuccioand
colleagues looked at the sleeping
habits of 475,000 participants
from 15 previous studies across
elght countries. It was found that
those who slept for less than six
hours were 48% more likely to de-
wvelop or die from heart disease
and 15% more likely to develop or
die from a stroke. According to
them, not having encugh sleep de-
creases the levels of leptin in our
blood, which meanswe donot feel
azsatisfied after eating,

Expertsrecommendadults get
at least six or seven hours' shut-
eveanight tostay healthy: sn
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Transtorm society with I'T; says IBM chief

sujit Johnltuw

Bangalore: The disjunction
between India’s phenomenal
success 1 software and the
sorry state of the country’s
social parameters is becom-
inga recurring theme, A day
after Kapil Sibal, the Union
minister for communica-
tions and IT, raised the issus
atthe Nasscom India Leader-
ship Forum at Mumbai, Sam
Palmisano, the chairman &
CEO of TEM, brought up the
subject at an interaction at
the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence(118c), Bangalore,
Reacting to a question
firom a member of the audi-
ence onwhat he thoughtof In-
dia’s software industry, Pal-
misano said Indian IT firms

were “very very good” at
what they do, “but how about
usingthattalent to transform
education, healtheare, pro-
wviding clean water, solve a lot
of the society’s problems.” He
said India hada tremendous
amount of mtellectual capi-
tal, and then, turning back to
the questioner, he asked:
“How much of it is prion-
tized according to soclety's
requirements.” When that
provoled no answer from
anvbody in the hall that was
packed to capacity and more,
hesaid, “ITrestmy case.”
Palmisano, 59, was in
Bangalore to deliver the 11Sc
Centenary  Lecture,  IISc
started this lecture series
two years ago when it cele-
brated its centenary year-

Indian IT firms are very good at
what they do, says Palmisano

This year, the $100billion
IBM, the worlds second
largest IT company, is mark-
ngits centenary.

Earlier in his interaction

and his lecture, Palmisano -
a history graduate who
joined IBM in 1873 as a sales-
man and became CEO in 2002
- said all of society's prob-
lems could be addressed and
that the only limiting factor
was human ingenuity. He
particularly noted the power
of information technology
which he said was “pervad-
ing every aspect of the way
our world works, IT today
1=t just a back-office engine
or a neverending flow of
consumer gadgets. Technol-
ogvisthe way we now see the
world — including those di-
mensionsinvisible tothe hu-
man eye. It"s how we map and
understand the dynamics of
the world's com plex systems.
Anditisincreasingly howwe

decide on the best course of
action — and put it into ef:
fect,” he =aid.

He said forward-thinking
leaders were mastering
these new capabilities, New
York police commissioner
Ray Kelly he said, isusingda-
ta to fight crime, Stockholm
transit head Gunnar Soder-
holm is deploying smarter
traffic solutions for Swe-
den's capital, and Almeda
County (Califorma) social
services director Don Ed-
wards 1= applving analytics
to improve services for citi-
Zens, “You miss this if you
see technology merely as a
succession of gadgets, web-
sites and next big things"
It's much more. It's the way
o world works,” he said.
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Queries from MBA
aspirants keep
IIMA students busy

MBA candidates shortlisted by the 1IMs for the interview process
have been posting a volley of ‘unique’ and "interesting’ questions
on askthestudents.org, an online helpline started by IMA students

TanusHree Buania

n online heipline by the students of the
Indian Institute of Management, Ahmed-
% abadl, is proving to be a huge hit with the

il

4. Jhsite registering 15,000 views in less than
three weeks, The aim of www.askthestudents.org
isto guide MBA candidates shortiisted by the iMs
for the interview process.

‘The aspirants can enter their queries and take
part in the online
discussions.  The
students religiously
log on to the site
and answer the
queries, some of
them “quite unique
and interesting”.
One student posted
a query: “I have been doing farming for the last
three years. I am apprehensive about the panelists
asking me for an experience certificate.”

Another interesting question, over which the
candidate has been losing sieep, is: “Will men-
tioning business quizzing an interest be a disad-
vantage? Isn't it a risk because I will be grilled by
the experts in the panel?” To this the students
have replied he should mention it onlv if he has
been pursuing it passionately.

Parampreet Singh Bhasin, General Secretary,
Students Affairs council said, “We believe that the
best part of this student run initiative is the fact
that the entire batch is involved in answering
queries. This is particularly usefud as compared to
the traditional mentorship programmes of other
institutes.”

While the mentorship programme for the Post
Graduate Programme in Management is co-ordi-
nated by Parampreet Singh Bhasin, Pratik
Mukherjee, Rahul Madhavan, Rohit Gupta,
Raghul Manoharan and Nishanth Parlapalii, the
same for PGP-Agri Business Management would
be done by Abhinav Bhalla,

o

Page 6 of 9



Times of India ND 10/02/2011
P23

Smartphone app new
confession tool? Not
- quite, says Vatican

London: Have you sinned?
Don't worry, youcannow down-
load a new application on your

iPhone and make a confession.

- The new snappily-titled
‘Confession: A Roman Cathol-
ic App’ is believed to be a hit
among religions iPhone or
iPad owners with a guilty con-
science. Hailed as the “perfect
aid for every penitent”, the

‘app measures the user's age,
sex, occupation and how
much time has elapsed since
their last confession.

The app's “examination of .
conscience” then decides what
penance to impose — it even
- comes with seven acts of con-
trition to choose from, the Dai-
ly Mail reported. Its develop-
ers, Little iApps, a three-man
team based in Indianapolis, de-
scribed the app as “a step-hy-
step guide tothe sacrament, in-
viting Catholics to prayerfully
prepare for and participate in
the Rite of Penance”,

Its developer, Patrick Lei- -

nen, said the app was designed
to be used in the confessionatl

and was intended “for those ..
who frequent the sacrament

and those who wish toreturn.”.
But the Vatican put its foot
down over the idea of “con-

MEA CULPA: The app takes
into account the user's age & sex,

. and how much time has elapsed

since the last confession before
deciding what penance to impose

fessing” by iPhone. “It is es-
sential to understand that the
rites of penance require a per-

- sonal dialogue between peni-

tents and their confessor... It
cannot be replaced by a com-
puter application,” Vatican
spokesman Federico Lombar-
diteld journalists.

“I must stress to avoid all

~ ambiguity, under no circum-

stance is it possible to ‘confess

“byiPhoné’,“ hesaid. et
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'Casteist remarks led
to IIT student’s suicide’

Muzarearnacar: The family of a Dalit
student of HI'T-Roorkee, who had al-
tegedly committed suicide by jump-
ing from the fifth floor of his hostel,
has alleged that some other students
had made “casteist” remarks against
him.

Manish Kumar, a resident of
Muzatfarnagar, had died on Saturday
and was cremated on Monday
cvening after his body was brought
to his hometown following post-
mortem in Rootkee,

Mahender Kumay, the uncle of the

deceased  student, alleged that
“casteist” remarks were made by
some senior students against his
nephew and he complained about it
to the authorities of ITT-Roorkee.
However, no action was taken
against the students, he claimed and
demanded an independent inquiry
into the incident.

Manish was a student of B Tech
third year at the institute. The au-
thoritics of the II'T-Roorkee could not
be immediately reached for reaction
to the aliegations, PTI
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